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MEBA SHIPS

SURGE INTO S.

E. ASIA

ON TSUNAMI RELIEF MISSIONS

Some of the same vessels that had joined the fray in the Persian Gulf

in support of our warfighters are pouring into Tsunami devastated
areas of Southeast Asia on a mission of mercy. The horrific death toll
spurred by the December 26th earthquake and subsequent Tsunami
was approaching 300,000 souls at the time of this Writing.
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arines and sailors e the Fegtion hfl[‘ staunch

wermied Ulperation Unibed Assistanie

military  commirned thousands of

the bleeding

A doven Milirary Sealift Comimand  Auxiliary

MEBA

normally support . Naval carmer  groups. were

veesels  (with mariners  aboard), thar
prompily diverred w0 help alleviare the suffering
in thar region. Thev iramediarely set out to deliver
critical foud, medicine, fuel and construction
equipment among other supplics thar will help the
devastated region begin 3 recovery thar will strerch

well into the Furure,

Two MSC fleet replenishment oilers - USNS
FIPPECANOE and USNS JOHN ERICSS0N,
as well a5 combat stores ships USNS SAN JOSE
and USNS COMNCORD inidally gor the call w
provide fuel and other supplics to Navy ships in the
atea and for relief acrivirics-ashore: The M3C fst
combat support ship USNS RAINITER i one of the
MEBA veieels thar cuppor the USS ABRAHAM
LINCOLN carrier strike group, The LINCOLN
and her contingent proved 1o be a major concributor
assistance and  disascer

o the humanitarian

relicf efforee.

Anather vessel coowed with ‘MEBA officers that
was summoned nto acton was the Maritime
Mrepositioning  ship 585 MAJ STEPHEN W
PLESS. The PLESS helped transport equipment

and supplics 10 support Marines as well as food

tucl, medical supplies, comstruction and ol
butlding equipment, elederical power penetaing

equipment and airheld matting.

Ihe MEBA crewed MS( hospital ship, the LISNS
MERCY, was one of the mare recognizable vessels
sabling oo the scene, The -»||1[1, ||.'5;'m|1|u|.g a phant
first ald kie, was activated from reduced spetiriig
status an San Diego on Jan, 1 and was nodersway
tive: days Later. The 894-foac ship, which lias one
of the narion’s largest mauma centers on boed,
will serve asin enubling placform for reliel efores
tor the next several monchs: MERCY s medical
staff was further augmented with o humanicarian

ASSISCANCE Crow.

MSE
MEBA contract were ordered inmo the affecied
Members aboard the Horidon  Lines-
manazed USNS MARY SEARS and USNS JOHN
MeDONNELL, sailed from Japan days ateer the
tragedy.  The ships are conducting hydrographic

Lastly, twao oceanographlc  ships under

anca.

survevs of the ocean bottom whene the 9.0
magnitude ear I:]htu.{lr.n: ocevrred. They are mappi ng
harbors and coastal channels in the arca 1o idenrify
navigational hazards and porencial obscacles left
by the tsunami, Onee collected, survey dara will
be distributed to relicf ships and invelved countries
to ensere the sate delivery of badly needed supplics

and personnel throughoue the area.

MEBA s imimensely saddenad by chis tragedy.
Lhur prayvers continue to go out to the victims and

their Bamilics. »



a
[
T T T L | LT T T
j H e ) . Ha

- ;&.;.:..._;55 . B 1
I 5 B l:r‘.‘:f‘ X

28 O P AT, L >

t' V
The MERCY carried a full
engine room as she sailed for
South Asia. The MEBA crew

brought the plant up on Mew
Year's Eve and deployed on
Jaruary sth. Left to right
are 15t AJE Lars Andres; 2nd
AfE Dan Zelenka, 3rd 4A/E
Luis. Torres and 3rd A/E
George Burden. Mol pictured
are CfE lasaph Watts, and
AJE Bruce Johnson, 3rd
AJE Fred Smith, 3rd A/JE
Michael Deramus, 3rd A/E
Nick Washington and 3rd
AfE Jason Kang. Cadet
Dustin Wallace also sailed
with the engine crew,

A restaurant close to the beach in Ka Lanta, Thailand begins to sutcumb to the forces of nature
following seismic wave #3. Thanks to Eric Berndt and Sconae Kim for the phota.



