Crackdown:
On Oily Water Separators

Tni recent months, the federal government has scepped up their hard nosed st aof vessel owriers

ancl operators as well as shipboard personnel who they believe are concributing o the viokation of oil
pollution laws. American-Hag vessels have come under dlose seruting and all indicarions are thar chey
will continue m be rrgeted.

Please be advised thar all MEBA members muse immediacelv ke exrra special care toensure that the
ally water separator (OWS) aboard vour vessel is performing properly, I there is even the slightest doulbs
et an CYS 15 not, in fact, fu noticning I_I.II'I'L'".fll_‘.' yous must not run char piece of equipment.

T turther stress, vou muse noe allow snv oily wacer o be pumpu-_t over the side of the vesse), All slops
and Bilges need o be pumped tnto holding tanks betore l‘.w:ing; eransferred 1o a shoreside facilicy. The
LL s Coase Guaed s AT dowen hard on vessel owners, operators and managers —as well as licensed
otheers. The government i showing lictle differenriation berween L5 ~tlag and loreign-flag vessels when

launching its investigations. American officers and crew are receiving anly slightly berrer treacnrens
£ g g anly shg

[11..‘“] ‘hl_'i]' ﬁrrt‘!‘l__:n LA r1r|:r]‘-;1rr:i.

For instance, on forcign-Aag ships, when the government has reason w believe that a particolar
vessel has discharged oily warer over the side; LS. investigators have been known o board cargered
vessels and muster all shipboard personnel onto the mess deck Onee in the mess deck; the shipboard
personnel are ordered to kneel on the deck with their hands behind their heads while interrogarions
are conducted — sometimes for hours on end, At eimes, entice crews are arrested, confined 1o the ship
and subpoenaed for turcher legal proceedings. With LS -Hag vessels, the government has non,ar chis

paint, gone so far as woorder shipboard personnel o endure the |'|nur.u-|m'|g kneel deww.

Regardless of the registey of the vessel, interrogation methods are following a certain patrern,
The LLS Coast Guard sind federal inspecrors hoard ships (ncluding LS -fag
vessels) and miake a beeline for the engine room, The Chief Engineer is separated
framm the First Assistant Engineer and kept apare, at times for hours. Then,
inspeetors break the discharge side of the oily warer separator three-wav-valve
and disconnect the overboard dischirrge line ar the skin valve, While they are
disconmnecring the ends, they hold a container under the pipes looking for oily
water 1o spill eur of the line. If no oily water spills our, they will take a rag
and wipe the inside of che pipe is search oF oily residue. Should oilv waier or
oily residue be discovered, the inspecrors launeh inro an mierregation
process which customarily concludes with subpoenis being issued
on that day or the next business days bome ol these inspecrors arc so
agpressive rhar chey comBseare cvery Inghool wark Look and any sceap
of paper they think s relevant.
Remember it is berter to be safe than sorrv. We present chis narice for
the benefiv of our membess and contracted companics. The criminal and
civil penalties thar could arise our of these investigarions are Far more
expensive than the cost of conmaining slops abeard rhe ship for their
"

uleimate transfer to a shoreside faciliny. m

An aily watar separator. US-flagships are now being subjectad ta

rigorous Coast Guare ._.E-_:'_'II'_"I:L:-n’_'||'|[, |'|:§.'J|Li|--_l._::_ this |:|:-|.":|i;___.'-1r device.




