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BRIDGE SIMULATOR

Transforms MEBA School into Full Service Facility

MEBAS Cathoon School in Easton, MD has completed its evolution into a first-
class facility for both engineers AND deck officers as its world-class bridge simulator
was introduced to the world in February. The Union’s training facility played
host to a slew of dignitaries, union leaders, government and company officials as
the School showeased its new bridge simulator suite and 235-seat anditorium at a

dedication ceremony.

The mulri-purpese simulacon bridge tainer suite
allows the Scheel woffer ‘onestop shopping'
tor MEBA maes o obeain licensing credeniials
while minimizing the School’s rellance on ouide
raining organizations. lr allows ouir deck officers
o recejve advanced rraining on some of the most
:{-::]‘Elin[i{_.llml |:Lm|1:|i1|g and imaging cquipment
in the world, Students can simulancously concrol
simlated vessels ar cen bridge stacions, plaving
out high hdelity ship scenarios urilizing any of 36
differene vessel cypes in over 20 dilfferent pores. In
addition o the en '1'|'|i]J:1' that can he conrralled
\’.il’l‘l[l'l e .\‘I.‘l:lh'l.ril.l. il]‘;'l,rl'lL'[{'lr'S can r".,llThfr
intensify the simulation by implancing mualtple

cormputer-controlled ships into the scenario.

Joined by MEBA President Ron Davis, Calhoon
School Direcror Jovce Matthews helped chiristen the
new bridge simulatoer ar the Febrmry 4 deremany.
She pointed owt thar the project came together in
an amaeingly short time relling atendees, “This
time fast year vou would actually be sicting on the
lloor of the gymnasium!™ MEBA'S Training Plan
Board of Trustees checked off on the simulaor!
auditarium construccion one vear and five days
before its dedication ceremony, Director Marthews
pointed our thar che simulitor “is the crown jewel
in @ majer infrascructure upgride that halances our

an already intense curriculom for ship’s offcers.”

President Davis, who also serves as the Chairmun
of the Board of Trusteds, announced that with
the incroduction of the bridge simulator, “we
are now able o offer as inclusive and excellent a
training program for our deck officers as we have
heen {"I[:l}_"liilii_: to our enginesrs,” He also remarked
that the stmulacor wis designed not only 1o offer

the highly specialized training maritime officers

require today, “ics designed to be upgraded, and 1o
be Hexible rofic the many tasks thar we may laee in
the furare,” Diavis correctly noced thar deck oificess
worn't be the only benchciaries of cthis amaving new
rol ar che Schaal, The simularor is being utilized 10
augment che Maritime Security Ofcer course and
there are also applications for the Damage Conrrol
class. As rhe need arises, future software upgrades
will anly broaden its reach for both engineers and
dieck ofhcers. "Wich the right software, we can
simulate crisis management scendtiog, new concept
ship waining, ofl spill response, port securiog
firchghring, damage contral and even land-based

cxercises,” President Davis asserted. " We're ensuring

thar as che world changes, so can we,”
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Also attending the ceremony was Rear Admiral Sally Brice-O'Hara
of the LS. Coast Guard who noted thar che new simulator places
the MEBA School “on the cutting edge” with this momenrous
technological leap, SIUMTD Prégident Mike Sacco and MM&P
President Tim Brown and several of their officials were also in
arrendance. Other guests included Federal Maniime Commission
Chairman Steven Blust, AMC President Gloria Tosi and numeratis
MEBA-contracred  company MEBA  members
and officials including Atlande Coast VP Don Keefe, Secretary-

TEPILse MCACives,

Freasurer Ceeil Melnoyre, Baltimore Branch Agent Bill Van Loo and
Governmént Fleers Rep. Randi Clszewski. Taking copious notes and
frequent photographs were several members of the media, The Star
Plemacrat later ran a frone page story on the affair

Students can simultineously control simulaced vessels ar ren bridge
stations, playing out high hdelity ship scenarios udilizing any of 56
different vessel types in over 20 different porrs. In addition to the
ten ships that can be concrolled by members within one scenario;
instructors can furcher intensify thesimulation by implanting muldiple
computer-controlled ships' that can present further challenges for
students. Unlike some existing bridge simulator systems, cach srartion
operating a different rype vessel; can interact with every other station
simulraneously. Such simulator interaction is indicative of the system's
contemporary technology. A few user fricndly software commiands
can transform the simulation and place a MEBA student ar the helm
of a tanker, cruise ship or almost any type of vessel including cugs,
fast ferries and LNG ships,

Mastered by dleceronic and . cha rring mavigarion systems pioneer
FRAMSAS USA; the versaclity of the simulator accommodares
upgrades to adapt to ever-evolving Coase Guard and Internartional
Maricime Ofganization training & resting requiremeries. Another
unrivaled aspect of TRANSAS systems is cheir Innovative approach
in their creation of simulator visualizations. As Director Matthews
noted, “This allows the highese levels of detail and reilism in cheir
vistials, aswell as che fastest refresh rates with the highest numbers of
palygons and image effeces.”

lhe stunning new auditorium was dedicated o Arc Newberry, the
longrime Academics Director ac the Schoal, who recently retired.
Marthews called Art “the beacon that led the way for us as well as the
glue that held it all together. He provided the continuity needed afrer
the departure of the School's founding Director, Me. Row Luchbe.”
The auditorium, called by an auditory Science expere, “rhe best
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President Diavis mored  thar the
mcmbcrship rolls of the Union are
fnally expanding after a sluggish
decade with the addidon of new The Scheal ha: conbinued
work with Interlake Sccamship and
Lines
MEBA

continues to grow, he old artendees;
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;

others, "As  the family

“we miust lay the proper foundation o

build upon thar growrh. Education is
a cornerstone of thar foundation.”

“A well trained mariner is the firscand best way 1o ensure the safery
and reliabilicy of a ship” he continued. . And this is'one of che areas
where MEBA excels — and chare gives us asignihcant advantage thae
we must put 1o good use” He acested thar more improvements and
enhancements have been made to the School diring the lase three
years than ac any tme since the facility moved from Lighe Sereet in
Baltimore to its currene lacation in Easton,

Of late, the School has welcomed a new Propulsion Systems building,
dinitig hall and conference facilities, a damage control lab and a
refurbished lounge and kids playroom as well as wide-scale dorm
renovations. Anaother project currently in the works is-a massive new
memorial honering merchant mariners that helped distinguish the
Urion duting our 130 yeir history.

"This is grear news for MEBA contracted companies,” MEBA
President Ron Dlavis affirmed. “Our companies will be getting more
hﬁng tor the buck while their MEBA officers réceive the best, most
state-of-che-are rraining available in the warld today. This allows our

already-excellent rraining facility to turn it up a nowch.” =




