DISTRICT, AFFILIATES WAVE THE MEBA BANNER
AT TRI-ANNUAL NATIONAL MEBA CONVENTION

Afhiliates, delegares, members and invited guests all gathered under
the canfines of the National MEBA in March for the 108:h NMERA
Convention, carried our ar che Calhoon School in Easton, MTY For
those uninitiated with the National MEBA, it is an administeative
umbrella organization of MEBA districes designed to hold the AFL-
CIOY charter. However since 1998 when Discrice No, 3 - the Radio-
Electronic: CHiicers Unien (RO withdrew from the Natonal
MEBA and subsequently dissolved following bankrupey - the
Mational has been comprised of only one district. Mo surprisingly,
MEBA. Dhistrict No.o 1-Pacific Coast Discrice plaved a deminane role

during the tri-annual Nadonal MUEBA Convention.

Elected delegates chosen during the District | election presided over
the two-day affair thar began on March 21, One of the first orders
of business was 1o clecr Narional MEBA officers for the next chree

vears. The lve-person National Exccurive Commictee will again

mirrer [3-1s [Hserier Executive Commicee, the governing body of

the Union. Elected delegates voced for Ron Davis o conrinue serving
a5 National President with Cecil Mclnryre repeating as National
Secretarv-Treasurer. Bud Jacque will dgain be the National Vice
President with Brothers Don Keefe and John MeCurdy tounding
out the NEC as members.

The Schaol was able ro shiowease ies recently unmwrapped Newherry
Auditorium while playing conventon host. Lo proved o be a cozy
confluence and an appropriate place for business as delegares got
down to the work at hand, The convention was further enhanced by
a serics r.‘.-fgur:st speakers made up ol labor Friends and affiliates, The
President of the MEBA athliaced Narional Pederation of Public and
Privace Em plu}*ucs (NFOPAPE) Dan RE:,"]\UE(ER delivered afa scinating
address on union democracy and caraloged the tumultuous labor
serife in Poland in 1980 with Lech Walesa and the Gdansk shipyard
strike, President Revnolds was in Paland ar chic time witnessing the

evenes Arsthand and had an amazing story toell,

He also made nore thar chere was a tiome that the Federation once
felt perceived s a second-class outhn, but thar under the Davis
Administration, MNFOPAPE has been welcormed dnd trented as "a
mutually supportive organization,” Revnolds pointed our, “We want
to help vou - and we know vou've been there to help us, and T thank

VO For that,”

The top two representatives from our Panamanianaffiliate, Asociacion
Benehica de Ingenleras Marinos (ABIM), Secrerario General Luis
Yau Chaw and Seguridad General Rolande Arrue informed the
gathering thar the Davis Administration has ushered in an exeellens
working relationship with ABIM. Secrerario Chaw noted that Pres.
Dravis is che first MEBA leader to visit Manama since the opening of
the Canal in 1914, Seguridad General Arrue offered up the Union

hall in Panama o MEBA members who want 1w visic,

Capr, Tim Brown, President of the Masters, Muates & Tilors,
expounded upon recent effors, under the Nadonal Securiry
Personnel System {NSPS), o strlp away collective bargaining rights
From government emplovees and noted char the unions will conrinue
to bactle in this “criical Aghe.” He also spoke about current propasals
to mend social security bur mentioned chat fixing health care looms
as an even larger challenge. Lastly, he urged thar boch MM& D and
the MEBA continue to fortify their relationship wich each other 1o

berter allow both unions w prasper.

The Secretary-lecasurer of MEBA  alfilisie American  Radio
Association Carl Young gave briet remarks: He pledged o keep our
afhiliation sTrong and vonswed o work roget her L:|mw|}' v turther our

raiieisal interests,

Glotia Tosi, who heads up the American Maritime Congress,
touched on many topics including her organizition’s restructuring
which has allowed AMC to strengthen its voice in Washingron. She
discussed governmene conrracting efforos, as well, and talked abour

efforts to pursue opportunities in Liguehed Natural Gas carriage.

Pres. Tosi summarized a few of the areas where AMC s hard work has
alreaddy paid off such asin the push for a tonnage wax system as well as
the repeal of che insidious ad valorem tax thar was harming MEBA-
contracted companies: She pointed out thar AMC {5 making efforts
to help pry open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to cxploration
noting that numerous mariner emplovment opportuniies likely
would resulL

She updated convention-goers abom existing challenges 1o
the DL, 480 Food for Peace program that has served MEBA
contracted companies well singe its inception over 30 years ago.
The Administration’s Fiscal Year 2006 budger proposed thar 3300
million of the food aid allocation be shifted into cash o be used



Delegates, guests and attendees |lined up for a group photo to commemarate the 108th Mational MEBA Convention,

to buy foreign commodities. Under this proposal, that portion
of program funding would put U.5. shipping on the sidelines in
favor of foreign-flagged vessels. Tosi called for MEBA members to
spread the word about the importance of P.L. 480 to the U.S. flag
international fleet and to urge their Members of Congress to reject
the budget proposal. Since that time, AMC appears to have made
amazing progress in restoring the funding level for this important
program.

A scheduling conflict prevented Seafarers International Union
President Mike Sacco from speaking at che convention but his
remarks were entered into the record. President Sacco later made
comments at the two-day Union officials meeting that began a
day afier the convention concluded. He spoke about the need w
smooth oot new Government-proposed MNSPS regulations that
could have the effect of compromising collective bargaining.
He also discussed the snccesses MEBA and SIU have enjoyed as
Morwegian Cruise Lines has made a splash into the U.S5. market
and vowed, along with President Davis, to do everything in our
power to help NCL continue to expand and prosper in U.5. flag
shipping.

He talked about the lengthy battle to bring about a new Maritime
Security Program and noted that the maritime unions must
continue to hold strong because there are always challenges on
the horizon. He said that even after a new MSP had been passed
by Congress, uninformed decisonmakers ar OMB removed 13
ships from the program — a revision that almost made it into the
President’s budget. A unified response from maritime unions and
industry was able to dissolve the OMB alterations,

Congressman Neil Abercrombie (D-HI) wasn't able to attend bt
wis kind enough to send a videotaped greeting to the convention.
He noted that MEBA can succeed along with Congress if we
subscribe to the concept *An injury to one is an injury to all’ -
and ‘All for one and one for all.” “If we can remember thar and
have that as an operating principle in all that we do politically
and organizationally,” he pointed out, “then we're going to be able
to succeed on behalf of working people across this nation.” His
remirks prompred President Davis to discuss the significance of
MEBA’s Political Action Fund and its dire importance in helping

our Union succeed in Washington in bringing abour beneficial
maritime programs and policies.

John Flynn, who is the Counselor to Secretary of Labor Elaine
Chao, spoke about some of the President’s initiatives that would
likely resultin a number of job opportunities for U.5.-flag shipping.
ANWR is one such Bush-led initiative that would produce jobs
for MEBA members. Flynn ascertained that MEBA has built an
extremely valuable partnership with the Bush Administration that
has proved mutually beneficial. He praised the response of MEBA
members in our nation’s military efforts overseas and called our
Union's contributions to the nation “immeasurable.” “It is because
of your service that America sustains its strongest military force the
world has ever known,” he told convention-goers. “And President
George W. Bush, Secretary Chao and the entire administration
wants to thank you for your strong sense of duty, patriotism and
commitment.”

The American Federation of Teachers’ (AFT) Secretary-Treasurer
Nat LaCour described his recent trip to China and talked about
the dire labor conditions there. His remarks also touched upon
health care and social security as well as the economic issues thar
have yet to be resolved in this country. During his captivating
remarks, LaCour also noted that members of labor unions have
a responsibility to unify on issues of importance and battle for
beneficial change through true solidaricy.

During the course of the convention, delegates broke up into a
series of commirtees thar considered National MEBA business.
The committees produced reports that were read into the record
and approved by majority vote. OF note, delegates approved
changes to the MEBA Constitution of a housekeeping nature.
Among other things, those changes eliminate references to the
now-defunct ROU in the Constitution and update references to
outmoded forms of delivery (telegram) with more accepted forms
(fax, overnight delivery) when dealing with the transmital of
certain NMEBA documents,

A string of resolutions were unanimously approved by delegates
regarding the sense of the National MEBA on many important
issues. The texts of those resolutions {twelve in all) are reproduced
on the following pages for your convenience. =
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NMEBA RESOLUTIONS

//— BE JT RESOLVED.., THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS' EJ’:T»'EH’CML\,
ASSOCIATION ADOPT THE FOLLOWING POLICY POSTTION ON:

MEETING THE NATION'S ENERGY NEEDS WITH LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS ON US-
FLAG SHIPS

At no fime since the oil embarge and energy crisis of the 19705 has the issue of energy production
been such an imporeant one in America’s nadonal debate. With gas prices averaging over two dollass a
gallon, and oil prices reaching near sixty-dollars a barrel, it is imperative that the United States develap
and implement a complere and comprehensive energy policy that works o reduce our dependency on
foreign sources of energy, and ensures access to energy resources thar can be used here in America.

Since the 1980s, demand for natural gas in America has increased exponentially, and that densand
is quickly outstripping the amount that our current domestic production and impormadon is able 1o
supply. If this demand continues to increase without additional sources of domestic production being
broughr online, America will only be putting iself in even greater jeopardy of being held an cconomic
hostage by those who contrel energy interests across the globe,

Foreign sources of LNG are imported primarily from couneries that are not politically aligned with
the United States. There are no US-Flag LNG rankers ar sca today. As a resulr, all imporred LNG is
shipped on flag-of-convenience vessels. These vessels are not carcfully regulated and are crewed by
toreign marinees whose idenriries often are unknown. Many of these shipboard personnel are citizens
from countries that are hostile to the United States. Itis, therefore, equally imperative thiat the American
sources of LNG be developed in order o avoid becoming hostage o the political agendas of unfriendly
LN G-supplying countries and to berter guard againgt intentional aces of wrror by criminals who may
effecrively hijack a LING wvessel for cheir own warped purposes, In short, America must develop domestic
sources of LNG for American markers using American flag vessels crewed by American officers and
CIEw.

To do so, we must develop  natural gas pipeline from the North Slope in Alaska for delivering LNG
to the continental Unired Srates, There are a number of proposals on the table to do this, including
a pipeline route through Canada. However, it is the position of the NMEBA that the most viable,
most cost effective, and most benehicial in terms of natonal energy and defense policy would be the
construction of the ‘All-Alaska Route’. The All-Alaska route includes a pipeline from the MNorth Slope
ter a pore at Valdez or another viable deepwarter part in the Alaskan Tidewater, This route keeps the
entire pipeline under American control, and ensures that all of the jobs creared in the development,
construction and operation of the pipeling remain American jobs. Further, the transportation by LNG
tankers from Alaska o the West Coast would by law be done by US-Flag ships. crewed with US-citizen
matiners,

Even with this new stream of LNG entering the US energy infrastructure, we will still have to depend
in no small measure upon foreign sources of encrgy, America will therefore continue tw need to import
LNG from foreign sources. Currently there are only a very limited number of operating LNG import
rerminals in the United Staces; alchough there are dozens of proposals for new LNG import facilities on
all coasts, and a number of proposals to expand the existing import terminals themselves, The NMEBA
supports the development and construction of new terminals on all American coases.

However, it is important to note that in a post-Seprember 11th world, the issues surrounding the safe
importation of LNG must include a security component in addition to the obvious safery considerations.
LNG is a securitysensitive cargo, and must be teeated as such, It is important that the Coast Guard and
Department of Homeland Security adopr any and all means necessary to ensure that all LNG ankers are

safe against exrernal threars. The most important consideration is the nationality of the officers and crew

\\whn staff chese LNG vessels, Iris the opinton of the  (CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) _/)
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MMEBA that in addition to increased regulation by Homeland Security agencies, the best way to ensure
thar LING rankers are safe from both external and internal dhreaes is to require thar all LNG tankers
entering the Uniced States be manned by US-citizen merchant mariners.

American merchant mariners are subject to the strictest licensing regime in the industry, and all American
muriners are required to undergo thorough background checks: American mariners are also required
to undergo drug resting and fingerprinting as part of the procedure o gain their mariner documenss,
and must provide proof of citizenship, This extensive and ongoing scrutiny of mariners ensures a high
lewel of safety and competence throughout the American Merchant Marine, Non-US citizen ofhicers and
crewmemmbers are not held w such rigorous standards.

Even in today’s world of tighter inspections and increased scrutiny of credentials, ivs siill possible for
falsificd internarional mariner documents ro make their way inro the hands of terrorists and criminals.
As a resule, its nearly impossible to guarantee chat those non-Americans who crew LING vessels are whe
they say they are: However, we can be assured through the USCG thar American mariners are who they
claim o be, and that chey are faw-abiding US citizens. Having MEBA members on board these ships
gives the Coast Guard and our homeland security agencies 4 first line of defense against terrorism.

The conclusions cxpressed here are nor new, To the conrrary, they have been debated for many vears
and aceepred ay the most reasonable means by which to ensure the safe, secure importation of foreign
sources of energy. And they were reinforced just recently, in & US government-sponsored publication by
the Sandia National Laboratory, commaonly referred ro as the Sandia Reporr, [n thar report, the analysts
noted thar although LNG vessels themselves are well constructed and physically capable of carrving
such volatile cargo, the greatest threar to American interests with respect to LNG is an intentional act
of terrorism committed by a crewmember working aboard a foreign fag LNG vessel thar calls ona US
facilicy. To-avoid such threars, Americans musr take steps to ensure thar LNG imported o the LIS is
done soon American fag vessels crewed by American officers and crew,

LNG represents a means o decrease our dependence on forcign sources of energy and with the
developmient of new impore terminals, the All-Alaska route to bring LNG from Alaska to transshipment
points, and the requirement of American mariners on board all LNG carriers entering the United States,
we can ensure thar the importation of this security sensitive cargo is done safely and sceurely, and with
the greatest beneht o the Americin economy and the American people.

@SSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005
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/F BE I'T" RESOIVED., THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEEES BEL’\"EF!CML\\

ASSQCIATION ADOPT THE FOLLOWING POLICY POSITION ON:

THE OPENING OF THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE (ANWR) TO OIL
EXPLORATION

The United States Congress has long been debating the opening of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
to oil exploration. Since its establishment in 1960 and its expansion in 1980, ANWE has been 2 point
of contention for environmentalists and energy production supporters.

‘The 109th Congress has the opportunity before it to enact 2 meaningful, comprehensive energy plan
for America that focuses on reducing our reliance upon foreign sources of energy. It is imperative thar
America reduce its need for foreign energy, particularly given the instability and atdirude of many oil-
producing states to the United States that export petroleum products.

The MMEBA strongly encourages that as part of any comprehensive energy policy, the US Congress
open ANWR 10 oil exploration. Portions of ANWR were ariginally designarted as possible future il
exploration sites in the authorizing language of the 1980 expansion of ANWR, but their development
has been continuously blocked by opponents since the Reagan Administration first proposed opening

ANWR w development in 1987,

In the periad since 1987, technology has advanced to the poine where this exploration can be done
cheaply and safely, with a minimum of impact upon the ecology and wildlife of the surrounding area.
ANWR represents 2 significant amount of domestic oil production — and thar ¢il preduction would
require an increased tanker fleet which would result in significant job opportunides for MEBA members

and the entire maritime industry,

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005
//— BE [T RESONVED. THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS EE;\-?:"FK:MI.\
ASSOCIATION ADGPT THE FOLLOWING POLICY POSITION ON:

THE MATIONAL SECURITY PERSONNEL SYSTEM

As part of the Defense Authorization Act of 2003, the Defense Department was authorized to develop
4 new personnel system, in an attempt to modernize their civil service system. This new system, the
Narional Security Personnel System, has been developed and proposed regulations have been published
in the federal register, MEBA commenred individually, and jointly with the other seagaing unions.

Diespire their best efforts, the system as developed by the Defense Department has the porential w
disrupt the excellent working relationship established beoween the maritime unions and the Military
Sealift Command and the Army Corps of Engineers.

It is eritical that the Department of Defense recognize that the civilian mariners (CIVMARS) represented
by the maritime unions are a distinet and unique sector of the Department of Defense, and should not
be inchided ina “one-sive-fies-all” sevle NSPS syseem, thar ks writeen and Intended for the civilian whice
and blue collar emplovees of the [aD,

The NMEBA calls on the Department of Defense to exempr all of the CIVMARS represented by the
maritime unions from NSPS and mainuin the pre-NSPS status quo wirth respecr ro the labor relations
system governing all such CIVMARS and their maritime unions,

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005
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/_ BEITRESOLVED.., THAT THE NATTONAL MARINE ENGINEERS’BE“JEFICMLAS!-TGC.G‘!TIDNADGFTTHEFU!.E.OWING\\
POLICY POSITION ON:

SHORT SEA SHIPPING

The best estimates of the shipping industry indicate that the number of containers entering US ports will increase by over fifty percent
in the next decade. The vast majority of those containers will be rransported from our seaports inland to consumers, manufacturers and
retailers across America. The resulr will be increased congestion an our already overraxed highway infrastruceure, increased pollution, and
increased fuel costs for everyone,

The NMEBA, working with our fellow maritime unions, strongly suppores the Department of Transportation and the Maritime
Administration’s efforts to move forward with its short sea shipping proposals. Short sea shipping envisions relieving some of our nation’s
commercial congestion with the use of Ameérican coastwise vessels. By using ships along the coasts, the maritime sector can increase
our nation’s capacity to carry the goods that drive our nation’s cconomy. This common sense solution makes sense economically and
environmentally, and represents a significant number of new jobs for MEBA members.

Shart sea shipping has been proven abroad, especially in Europe, where its growth has ourstripped the pace of land transport across the
continent. There is no reason to believe that if short sea shipping is the answer for Europe’s trafhic crisis, it couldnt be the solution t ours
as well,

The NMEBA is commirted 1o working with all interested parties to create a viable intermodal, short sea shipping network in the Unied
Stages

\FﬁfSED UNANIMOUSLY - MARCH 22, 2005
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/;E IT RESOIVED... THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION ADCOPT THE FOLLOWIN G\\
POLICY POSITION ON:

PROTECTING OUR NATION'S SEAPORTS

More than three years have passed since the terrible events of Seprember 11¢h, yer lirde has been done 1o sécure our nadon’s seaporrs
from rterrorise artack.  Sufficient resources have not been allocated. common-sense requirements have not been imposed, and wo often
employees and their unions have not been enlisted as true partners in the process. While we understand that our seaports can never be
mude completely immune to an ateack, more can — and must - be done o secure our seaports and communities.

Like our nation's rail system, maritime commerce urilizes a vast infrastructure to transport huge volumes of cargo of all kinds — from
containers full of roys for children, to rankers full of Liqueficd Natural Gas. Our nation has more than 300 sea and river ports with more
than 3,700 cargo and passenger terminals. The top 50 ports in the U5, account forabout 90 percent of all cargo ronnage and the top 25
ports account for 98 percent ofall container shipments.

The Coast Guard estimartes the cost of implementing the Maritime Transpertation Security Act (MTSA) regulations and new international
security standards to be approximately $7.3 billion over the next ten years. Through Fiscal Year 2005 ports have been provided only $650
million fer physical and operational security upgrades. ‘Advanced technology, additonal personnel, betrer surveillance and access conuol
procedures, and full compliance with MTSA regulations are putting 2 strain on local budgers. The NMEBA strongly suppores full funding
of the MTSA program,

The NMEBA is committed to working with the Bush Adminiscration and the Congress to expand its focus on port security, to include
increased investment in port security by the Federal Government, the development of standardized access control procedures including
thorough background checks thar balance the protection of the privacy rights of the individual with the need ro ensure that only

trustworthy, law-abiding citizens have access vo our ports and seaporrs. The NMEBA will work with the Administration, Congress and
our fellow maritime unions in a meaninghul and productive effort to make our nation’s seapores secure.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 23, 2005
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BEITRESCGIVED. . THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICTAL ASSOCIATION ADOPT THE FOLLOWING ;\\
POLICY POSITION ON;

THE POLITICAL ACTION FUND

The ability of the MEBA to continue to serve the interests of the Unired States is directly tied to our ability to participate in the policical
process in Washingron. Maritime policies and programs such as the Jones Act, the Maritime Security Program, and Cargo Preference
provide the LIS Merchant Marine and the MEBA with a foundarion upon which to build, These programs all eriginate and are funded by
our clecred officials in Congress and the Administration,

In arder for the MEBA to maintain its position as a leader in the maritime industry, the members of aur Union must unite behind our
friends in Congress, advocate on behalf of legislation thar would assist the MEBA and the Merchant Marine in fulfilling our mission,
and oppose any attempts to weaken or remove the laws and programs that keep us afloar, Effective government depends on the greatest
participation possible by its citizenry, whether that participarion be in Washington or at home. Effective lobbying in Washingron is equally
reliant upon 100% participation by our Union brothers and sisters —and there is no maore effective means for our members to participare
than by contributing to the MEBA Political Action Fund.

The MEBA actively educares our lawmakers on the importance of dct'doplng gl:n:ud puh!ic pn]i:_'}- towards those of us employed in the
niarivime held. For the frse time ever, u:lur'mg the 2004 election cyele, the MEBA PAF paid our more in contributions o politicians
than it ook in. This was not a consequence of increased contributions to candidares, but rather a decrease in the percentage of members
participating in the PAE It is incumbent upon every member to participate willingly. If we, as the membership of the MEBA, don'
participate, then we risk suffering the consequences of our shortsightedness.

We urge all the individual members and retirees of the MEBA to join in this ¢ffort to preserve our Union, our industry and our way of
life. While we have many good fricnds in Congress in both parties. we must work to strengthen chose relacionships while miking new
ones. We must constantly seek to build our base of educated, sympathetic and supportive lawmakers, 100% parricipation by the members
of the MEBA will ensure that our lawmakers are armed with the knowledge and understanding of the critical role the MEBA and the
maritime industry plays in our natonal life.

Even as little as one dollar per day from every member and retiree would put us in a position to make our voices heard on Capitol Hill
as loudly and as forcefully as organizations and Unions ten times our size. That small of an investment in our furure would ensure that
even in the dangerous and uncertain times we live in, our nadon would always have an adequate number of vessels and a large pool of
qualified, trained and loyal American marines available 1o provide immediare, reliable and sustained sealift and support for our armed
forces deployed around the globe,

Our PAF ensures thac MEBA members will continue to crew those ships in peace and in war, and it deserves the combined and complete
support of the entire MEBA family,

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY - MARCH 22, 2005
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/— BEIT RESOLVED... THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION ADOPT THE F DLLOWJWG\
POLICY POSITION ON:

HR 23 — THE BELATED THANKYOU TO THE MERCHANT MARINERS OF WORLD WAR IT ACT OF 2005

"The Merchant Marine of World War 11 is often referred 1o as “the forgorten service.” Despite the fact thae the Merchant Marine suffered
one of the highest casualry rates of any of the branches of the armed services during World War I1, they did nor receive the same level of
benehits as their fellow servicemen after the war

While those who seeved in the Army, Mavy, Marine Corps, Army Air Corps and Coast Guard were given full GT Bill benefits and vereran
status under Social Security, those vererans of the Merchant Marine were not given any veteran status at all for more than four decades. It
was not until the MEBA and the American Maritime Congress took the lead o press Congress for these rights that the merchant mariners
were given vererans benefits under the Seaman Acts of 1988, but they were still not considered veterans for Social Security purposes.

Congressman Bob Filner (ID-CA) has introduced a bill to this session of Congress that would ameliorate this injustice. HR 23, The
Belated Thank You to the Merchant Mariners of World War 11 Act of 2005, would provide a monchly benefit of $1000 for all World War
Il Merchant Marine veterans and surviving spouses, and would classify them as veterans under Social Sceurity.

The NMEBA believes char there are a significant number of our retirees thar could henefic from this legislation, and we strongly urge
Congress to pass this legislation and recognize the tremendous achievements of our World War 11 Merchant Marine vererans.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005
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/- BEITRESOILVED.., THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS' BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION ADOPT THE F(JLLOWING\
POLICY POSITION ON:

SUPPORTING THE TROOPS

In the last year, Americas military forces have been strerched to limits few could have foreseen. From combat involvements in Irag and
Afghanistan, to serving as peacekeepers in the Balkans and elsewhere, to assisting Florida residents in recovering from a series of deadly
hurricanes; the men and women of the armed forces, guard and reserves have answered the call ro dury,

Then came the devastating earthquake and tsunami of December 26 in South Asia. Troops involved in war efforts suddenly became a
vital link o humaniry and salvation for hundreds of thousands of victims. Soldiers passed out food, helicopeer pilots flew in supplies and
equipment, and sailors rransformed the sea into drinkable, life-saving warer,

Araong these brave and dedicared men and women are a great many of our own Brothers and Sisters. MEBA and other union’s members
have stepped our of overalls, utility belts, bakers’ aprons and hospital garb to don the uniform of their country. Their deeds will nor be
lorgoten.

Making sure these troops stationed overseas are well supplied are the men and women of the U.S. Merchant Marine. Throughout
Operation lraqi Freedom; crewmembers aboard U5 -fag vessels have maintained a stecl bridge berween the United States and the pors
outfitting the troops. Their support of soldiers, sailors, airmen and marines has been and continues o be unwavering.

LS. merchant mariners also answered the cry of help from Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, and the other countries affected by the
sunami. U.S. civilian-crewed military vessels headed to Trag were rurned around and sailed full steam o the ravaged areas. They were
among the first to provide relicf.

The NMEBA, along with the Maritime Trades Diepartment, AFL-CIQ, its affiliates and port maritime councils once again salute the

valiant work being performed by the members of the U.S, armed forces and Merchant Marine. In war and in peace, they truly answer
the call,

\PASSED UNANIMOUSLY - MARCH 22, 2005
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(/—HE ITRESOIVED. .. THAT THE NATTONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION ADOPTTHE Flf'}ff.erWL"\-T:'\\
POLICY POSITION ON:

AVIATION

The NMEBA wishes to express its suppore and solidarity with its brothers and sisters in the aviation industry. Even before 9/11, the

aviation industry has been under enormious financial pressures. These pressures have resulted in large numbers of lay-offs, wage cuts,
and generated significant uncertainty in regards to pension and retirement benefits for the tens of thousands of workers employed in the

industry.
Our own industry has weathered economic downturns thar can easily be seen as similar ro those of the aviation industry. And we have

seen the same kind of induscry consolidation that is currendy occurring there. Just like maritime, the evems of 9/11 have resulred in
significant arrention and changes char have reverberated throughour all aspects of cheir indusery.

The NMEBA pledges its steadfast supporr of its brothers and sisters in the aviadon industry, particularly our own affiliare, the Professional
Adrways S:..rsu_'m Spccja]isrs (PASS), We will seand |1:.' thém and their fellow aviation unions in these erying times.

Q‘{SSED UNANIMOUSLY - MARCH 22, 2005 /
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/— BEIT RESOLVED... THAT THENATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION ADOPT THE FGI.IGIWNI?\
POLICY POSITION ON:
RECOGNIZING THE MARINE ENGINEERS® BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION AND THE [INTERNATIONAL

ORGANIZATION OF MASTERS, MATES AND PILOTS ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR 130th and
125th ANNIVERSARIES

For both the NMEBA and the IOMME 2005 is an important yvear, NMEBA celebrares its 130th anniversary this vear, and our brothers
and sisters in the MM&P celebrate their 125th anniversary as well, Tr is a testament to the loyaley, skill and hard work of the members of
both organizations that eich has reached such momenrous milescones.,

The world is much different today than it was when both our great unions were founded, bur the ideals of patriotism, an honest day's
work, unity and friendship have weathered the years — leading us as much today as they did our forefathers.

Congratularons 1o both the MEBA and the MM&P for these momentous achievements, and may both organizations thrive and prosper
for many vears o come;

' PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005 /
e
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/— BETT RESOLVED... THAT THE NATIONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIALASSOCIATION ADOPT THE FOLLOWING \\
POLICY POSTTION ON:

THANKING THE MARITIME TRADES DEPARTMENT (AFL-CI10O)

The National Marine Engincers' Beneficial Association wishes to thank the Maritime Trades Department and its afhliates for their
continued leadership in promoting the American Merchant Marine and the maritime industry,

Comprised of 29 affiliated unions, the MTD brings a serious and knowledgeable voice on every issue affecting maritime labor and the
maritime industry in general,

Regardless of where one lives, every American is touched by the maritime industry everyday. With over 95% of the goods and materials
entering America every day being borne by ocean-going vessels, it is critical that there be an organization determined to ensure the safety.
security and continued prosperity of this important aspect of our national economy. Under the leadership of President Michael Saceo,
the Marizime Trades Department fills that mle with skill and inregriry.

NMEBA is proud to work in tandem with so many dedicated, active and engaged unions, and is committed to continuing the strong
relationship we have with the Maritime Trades Department.

Q’ASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22,2005 /

/— BEITRESOLVED,,, THAT THE NATTONAL MARINE ENGINEERS BENEFICIAL ASSOCTA TIONA‘D{JP]"?HEPTJU_UW!NG\
POLICY POSTTION QN

THANKING THE TRANSPORTATION TRADES DEPARTMENT (AFL-CIO)

The Narional Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Association wishes to thank the Transportation Trades Department and its affiliares for their

continued leadership in promoting all aspects of the transportation industry in America. The NMEBA is proud to be a founding affiliate
of the TTEX.

Comprised of 35 affiliated unions, the TTD brings 2 wealth of information and knowledge to the rable in Washingron, and is a much-
relied on ressurce for the Congress and Administration.

Under the able leadership of President Ed Wytkind and Secretary-Treasurer Mike Ingrao, TTDY constantly pushes a progressive agenda to
ensure thar Americas transportation infrastrucrure is strong and capable of meeting our nationys needs.

MNMEBA is proud to work in tandem with so many dedicated, active and engaged unions, and is committed 1o continuing the strong
relationship we have with the Transportation Trades Deparrment.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY — MARCH 22, 2005

e -

Recent Retirees

Craig K. Abbiss
John A. Ballenger
Deuglas E. Bull Jr
William W. Cable
Joseph P. Carter
Hector Castro Chamarro
Louis F. Coulson
Michael C. Derke
Donald L. Derus
Goran Fatovic
Howard W. Foster
Charles E. Hinton
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Frank ™. Hribar

Faorris LH, Hudkins
James R. Johnsten
Leslie K. Kempf
Richard L. Kohn
George R. Lambert
Kenneth T. Lomers
Gerald G, Makarewicz

Riccardo A. Mercogliano
George A. Messer
Timothy J. Neeson
Joseph B. Melson Jr.

Barry W. Newsom
Robert L. Phelps
MNicholas W, Priscu
Robert W. Powell Jr.
Leland Respress

Cy L. Roberts
Mathan H. Rosenthal
Valerie D. Sanders
John E. Schneider
Kenneth W, Sheets Jr.
Gary Sherman
William Shockley

Brian G. Spence
Walter R. Spiridonoff
Timothy D. Sullivan IV
Gerald Sweeney
Edward M. Terkanian
Floyd ©. Titus 1l

Karol P. Tomaszewski
Francis L. Walsh

Eric E. Wight

Richard J. Zaleski




