Memorial Principals Dedicate

TRIBUTE TO
FOURTH ARM
OF DEFENSE

MEBNs 19-acre Memorial Park, was created to honor fallen seafarers whoe have

dalivered the goads and answerad the call of this country since 17775 The Memorial

iz still a “work inprogress” that will further blossam as continued work supplements
this stunning new addition to our Scheool,

Thie official dedication was distinguished by & series of lerrilic
speaches from several noteworthy speakers. Left ta right are
Radm. Richard R. Behn, Director of NOAAs Marine and: Aviation
Operations Centers Jahn L Flynn, I, Counzelor ta Labaor
Secretary Elaine Chae; MEBA President Ran Davis; Memorial
Foundation President Bill Van Leo; Mayor of Easzton, Robert
Willey: Port of Baltimore Mansignar John Fitzgerald; and Joyce
Matthews, Directer of MEBAs Training Scheal in Easton, MD
where Lhe new mamaral is tocaled,

The main feature of the new Merchant Marine Memaorial Park |5 an elavated garden-like retreat that is formed in the shape
of a 400-foot merchant ship. Tha memarial park is open to the public and is'wheelchair accessible,



& bagpiper regaled the
gathering with a reidition
of “Amazing Grace” during

L.l':“. CRIBMOnY,

MOAL Rear Admiral Richard Behn praised the new
Memarial and applauded MEBAs efforts in creating
this worthy mark of respect for the Merchant

Marine. MEBA members serve aboard the vessels

in the NOAA flast,

So many people contributed to help
realize the Memorial, In the coming

years, additional landscap

angG
fine-tuning of the Park will furthes
enhance  this lasting tribute to

merchant marinsrs,

[he completion

yearsago: former School Directarand P

r i
called for such a tribute

Within the Memaorial retreat,

are engraved with the names
of mariners that have been
memerialized by friends and loved

ones, two ofour fallen brothers
Tirri Bohan and Phil Hellesta are
memorialized hare, Some bricks
have names inscribed on them
— athers have messages such as
“In Memory of thase Lest on the
Poet” or “To MEBA Comrades &
Conguerars of the 5ea” There
are itill sppartunities For brick
tributes in the retreat. Contact
Bill Van Loear Rick Simoenson for

further details,

s Mamenial was a call for great tanfare,

The project had been in the works for several years. Many

ident Lar i

[ache

amies

and other friends of the MEBA were extremealy gensrous and

provad critical inthe creation of the memarial
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achoaol Director Joyee Matthews proved a

key player in guiding the Memorial peajec

fruition. Addressing crowd, sha noted that

the beautiful weather of the day contrasted
conditions that marked a few of the memorial's

rilestones, The propeller had been put in

aee an a fricid winte

r dayin deep snow. the

-il'-"|1-'-' ::

nstalled inthe muddy aftermath

a wesh of showers and the groundbreaking
of the memaorial had besn interrupted by a

treak haillstorm

Labor Department Counselor  John

A Flynn, Ul had kind words for MEBA
rmembers and retirees past and present.

VK i

i5 because of the service of LLS.
merchant  mariners  that  America

sustaing the strongest military force the

as over krnowr. When the history

o (Iraig) wwar g written, the LS
ant Marine will be remembered
- ag |t has béen inevery war - as vital to
wur victor

The Massachusetts Marl

Coler Guard were kind enough to take part in

the ceremony to help christen the new memarial

T

Memaorial grincipals and invited guests perfarmed a ribban eutting complate with

aversized scizsors.



h as
Eell, and the bronze oropeller, All
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wnt ships that have since been taken

to the hundreds of t
who weant batore us

that this memoral s«

evarything

asa vir;g\l memorial to thote we remen

cannol, and weawill nat, let them dawn.”

IEBA Merchant Marine Memoerial Foundation President

Bill Van Loo who spearheaded the praject acknowledged
the hard wark and genercus donations of the members
in making the Memarial a reality, He pointed cut that the

en service that

Memeorial serves as a tribute to the forpot
has proved so important to this country in timas of peace

andl in war.

The Easton High School Marching Band donated their time

and talents to the dedication ceremony.
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construction, Ernie Clements

liar right) ameng athers, FATa ded

assistance |n securing

enally, van
oo and Simonson were the Hrst
bwo Dresidents of tha Calhoon

Brother

Alumni Association

lemeants s

% head

- oras Van Loo dsseribeg t

-ontinie torwarding

ans to the Memaria
Loundatien, Your tak-deductible

R | [ A0 Bt T B
na will further enrich

il new acdation to i

A I3 | M e R
There is still more coom to

TR alE ! :
A0 BersonalZzed DricKs as wall

Far further info, please cantact;

Bick Simonson

Gl 822-9600, axt

ar Bill Man Loo.

meha.org
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Port of Baltimore Chay
John Fitzgerald thanked MEBA
tor its support throughout the

5. He provie

| _—
and ?_:E!'-.".? -.-'III(-."'I.-?IIIIII::' FEImMares

at the ceremany.
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cne of the more prominent features of the

Eastan Mayar Roberl Willey addressed
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attendees and called the School a good

“neighbor and friend to the Town of Easton
anel Talbol Counly” He noled that the

commitment that MEBA has demonstrated

to this project “is an indication that (the)

crganization

going to bewith ustora long,

long time and we couldn't be happier”
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