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Mo trace of the 55 POET was ever found after
she vanished at sea in late Octaber of 1980,
The 523-foot ship was loaded up with carn and

sailing for Port 5aid, Egypt. The vessel, owrsed

by Hawaiian Eugenia Caorp., was last reparted
in- Cape Henlopen, BE an October 2ath of
that year before it disappeared. Five MEBA
members ware lost with the ship, This article s
from the Daecember 1680 ssue of the Amarican

Merine Engineer,

3 Poet vanishes at sea

34 missing including five MEBA engineers

The MEBA-contracted 58
Poet disappeared with all
hands between late October
and early MNovember in the
North  Atlantic while on
route from Philadelphia to
Port Said, Egypt.

There were 34 crew mem-
bers, including five D1-PCD,
MEBA engineers, aboard

Friends and members at the Calhoon School threw a party recently
for Computer Instructor Thurland Wilkinson who heads into a
well-deserved retirement following 28 years of service. He was
honored at the podium by Director Joyce Matthews, Baltimore
Branch Agent Bill Van Loo, and old friends Frank Walsh and Larry
D'Toole among others. Fair winds and following seas Thurland|

RECENT RETIREES -

when the 12,(HK-ton wvezzel
vanished without a trace—
without an S05—after last
reporting her pozition on Qe
tober 24 when she sailed past
Cape Henlopen, Delaware.
Five Coast Guard, Navy
and Air Force plancs, aided

initially- ‘by. Canadian -air--

craft, had searched the area
from the const of Delaware
to the Straits of Gibraltar
without success,

After five days of fruitless
gearch over 200,000 square
mileg’ of the Atlantic, the
1.8, Coast Guard announeed
that it would sbandon its
search at day's end Novem-
ber 12,

The agency, however, de-
cided to continue the zearch
for the missing freighter for
three additional days follow-
ing a telephone call by
Mational MEBA President
Jeaze M, Calhoon to Rep,
Mario Biaggi, Chairman of
the House Subcommittee on
Coast Guard snd Navigation.
But this extended search,
too, failed to produce any
clue to the fate of the 88
Poet,
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The 34 men aboard the
veazel ranged in ape from
20 to 80, The five missing En-
gineers were Chief Engineer
Lioyd Thayer, 80, of Brod-
becks, Pennsylvania: First
Assistant Engineer Michael
Canfield, 81, of Jacksonville,
JFlorida; Second Assistant
Engineer Christopher Car-
rino, 24, of Clifton, New Jer-
sey; Third Assistant Engi-
neers Mark Henthorne, 24,
and Anthony Bourbonnais,
32, reapectively from Bar-
rington, Rhode Island and
Newark, Delaware,

John B, MeNaney, the
ship’s permanent chief engi-
neer, missed the trip to stay
with his wife who was recov-
ering from surgory,

Tha Poet {ox General Omar
Bunday, ex Forlmar, ex
Port), a 522-foot-long con-
verted World War II troop
carrier, left Philadelphia on
Oetober 24 with a cargo of
13,500 tons of corn. She was

under charter to the Egyp-
tian government and had

been scheduled to arrive in
Port Said on November 9.

Inexplicably, the wvessel
was not reported missing by
her owners, Hawaiian En-
peniax Corporation of New
York, until November 3—ten
days after the company had
received what waz to be the
Poet’'z first and last radio
IMERSATE,
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