WSF Upgrade

Seattle Law Signings Deliver MEBA Trifecta

O March 21, Washingron Stare Governor Christine Gregoire signed
inte law three MEBA supporred bills char provide substntial benetis

tor members who crew the Washingron State Ferrv systens, The law
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changes are also significant victories for all affeceed maritime unions
of the Grear Morthwest's Puger Sound Ares Liow Giregoire said, "l
is wich grear pride thar [am signing this historic law o intprove the
ferry workers' ability to improve their contraces for themselves and

their families.”

The first of the three, the "Collective Bargaining Dareline Change”
puts the Washingron State Ferry labor unions ahead of the hudgering
process, so that new money can be brought inge their coneraces before
the hudget is set. The old svsrem which pur owr members behind the
budger only allowed sporadic cost-of-livi ng-adjustments over the last

27 Nears.

lhe second change is the “Tassenger Only Ferries Prorecrion” law
that prevents privatization by allowing only Stare counties 1o enter

it the Ferry business and requires Union coneraces rermain tnact.

[he third is termed che “Petideal Action Contributions to Unions for

all Scare Emplovees by way of Pavroll Check Deducrions” law,

MEBA Peesident Ron Davis and Execurive VB Bud Jacque were
onboard early in support of Scatle Branch Apent Jon Anderson's
approach to improving MEBAMS] cantraces through the political
priveess. Davis previewed the legislative effory as the headline speaker
betore the 2005 Washingron Sue Laber Convention and won praise

tor the plan from the unlon body in anendance.

Brother Anderson noted, *1 am very thankful for all of the suppor
[ve received Feam President Davis, T am alse especially appreciarive
af the greundwork laid by EVT Bud Jacque and Gulf Coast VI John
MeCurdy, both who previeusly served as Seartle Branch Agerus. This
begishative win was the resule of union solidariny and cooperation
with Washingron State officials. It represented a vear of hard wark
brom a large group of dedicated people. Ir was a challenge, but T'm
proud to say we goc it done”

Sevretary- Treasurer Cecil Melniyre provided asststance ro the Seanle
ofhee thar worked on chis bill, which is essential for the new era ol
union political activism required o secure new monies for contrces
through legishuaive budger appropriacions and comtinued leadership
in Clympia; Washingron,

MEBA WA Seire Legislative Rep, Gordon Baxrer and Laviver Milke

MeCarthy were also vieal o the process. The solidarioe of thirteen

labesr unions, Labor Mg, (WSF) workshops, and cridleal assisiance
by Peter Bogdonoft of the Ofhee of Financial Management with Steve
Melain of the Labor Relations Office helped nepotiare the needed

bill Tanguage for the Governar's office w support this law change,

Members should |v.'.gi:| f".'n:’||:1g the benehcal effects of the new law
changes when our Seartle representation gets ser w negotiae the
next 2007-2009 WEF contract, WSE mariners just finalized a pair of
comrrracts (eombined into one) covering the yvears 2003-07, Members
ratifiedd a counter-offer from the State two weels after overwhelmingls
rejecting an eadlier ender. The wage package thac passed by a fou
to one margin contains $3 million dollars in raises - the best deal in
decades, loincludes a 21.4%: increase for assistan engineers and e
first-ever MEBA contracred holiday honoring past MEBA President

Jesse Calboon's birthday on April 4ch.

T hese I.!-l..lljlu'_::l changes are creating an catmosphere for berrer

bargaining,” Andersen stared, The Seartle Agent was thankful w
his negotiating team that included Seatele Parrolman Karol Kingery,
WESF Rep. Jeff Duncan and YWSTF Members Brace Cooper, Mike
LaCroix, Mate Rarcliff, Bech LeBlanc, Dave Jameson, Steve Walkes
Mario Micomonaco, Ray Twitey, lim Saunders, Than De

ney, Shane
Kelley, Courtney Lamm, Don Feldman, Bill Schweven; and Mark
Mitchman, =



