NY/NJ Union Hall Moves
into New Office

SMMEBAs Uniom hall in the New
YorkMNew Jemsey arca has completed ies
move to g new location in Jersey City
withi 10,700 square fect and onstreet
nen-metered parking: Located five min-
utes from the Holland Tunnel it can he
renched off the New Jersey Tumpike on
Exit 14-B, The streer address 15 37
Edward Larr Dirive, Jersey Cliry, M|
Q7305, The phone and fax numberss as
well as e-mail addresses from the old hall
remabn i effect.

District Investigating
Committee (DIC) Report

Thie Dhstrict Investicating Conunittes 15
in the process of completing a compre-
brerisive review of all applications for
membership mede onoor before
Wednesduy, December 31, 2003, Any
apphicint tor membership who has made
application on or before Diecember 31,
2003 and i not on the Ocroher 2, 2003
DIC Report i urged o contacr Dioris
Firzgerald ar MEBA Headguarrers { 202)
635-3355 exn 1631 ro inqguire abour any
missing of incomplere items in their
applicarion so it can be carrected. Please
expedire the delivery of anv necessary
information since the DIC will likely

meet within the first few months of 2004,

O i separate note, the vear 2003 retive-
miertts will be listed on the nexe DEC
report.

Ashes of A&B, Matson
Pioneer Scattered at Sea

The askes of Alexander & Baldwin and
Matson Prestdent Emeritus Robert |
“Bobby™ Pleiffer were recemtly scattercd
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at st from a ship bearing his name,
Dfeitferswho died om September 26 ar the
ape of 83, aversaw ASE and Marson durs
ing remarkable periods of growth, Atrer a
memarial service in Honolulu, family
members boarded the Marson vessel 340V
RJ IFEIFFER, crewed by MERA migm-
bers, from which his ashes were commir-

ted to the sea.

Legendary maritime figure Robert 1. “Boblby”
Pielffer died In September,

New Waterman Port
Engineer Agreement

Building on the strong foundarion of the
priot agreement negotlated by Ron
Dravis, Gulf Coast Vice President Mare
Huber finalized a long-term Fori
Engineer conormer with Warerman
StL‘ﬂm.‘.hip. This new awreeanent iﬁlalt'iklk‘.b
bang-rerm stabilicy — the contrac runs
through June 2010 consistent with the
anticipated operation of the three
Waternman T-AKK vessels,
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The agreement is trone-loaded with
wages and benefits: There will be an
immediare increase in baze wages begin-
ning in the upeoming vear of 115 per-
cent. Benefit contriburions will b
increased from the effective dare e aur
currene rates due w ihe mcreasing muwed-
fcal costs of the Plan. Subsequent years
are vovered by wage and benefit increases
of 3.3 ard 3 percent in thie tollowing twe
years and then the greater of @ fixed
amount of the EFA in the future, which
allowws tor the uncerrainoy of an unknown
L5, economie furire,

Praties for the Porr Engineer are primarily
the M50 operated Marimime Pre-
Positionimg Force Enhanced fleer for To
AKX vessels, MAL STEPHEN W.
PLESS, SGT. MATE] KOCAK, PFC.
angd ELIGENE AL OBEEGON.

VB Mare Huber led the negotiations
that were conductid with the full support
sl assistance of the nesotiating commat-
tee with rank ond file member Jehn
Cramer, Houston Branch Agent Low
Marciello and Contracts Representarive
Mark Gallasher. The Agreement, which
had the overwhelming support of the bar-
galning unit, went inco place afrer rarifi-
cation on Seprember 30 recroactive o
Juty 1.

MEBA Signs onto Effort to
Upend Anti-Jones Act Bill

MEBA has joined o coalition of martime
labor unions veliemently opposed o
etlorts by a Hawai Congressman to
rescind pro-maritine protections.
President Dawvis put his name ro g lereer,
joiried by the leaders of TN, 1LA, SILI,
SAMEP and AMO, urging Congressional

leaders to rejecr new legislarion rhar

il



would compromise the Jones Act and
allow forcign-flag vessels entry inco the

domestic Hawaii erade

Clongressman Ed Case (D-HI) authored
three bills that would aid cactle ranchers
i his Districe in exchange for, as the
unions contend, this country’s national
security. " The implications for ow
national security are grear if America
loses American-owned domestic shipping
companies;” the letter reads, "I this
pocurs; the LS. will be forced o rely
instead oo the good will of foreiem com-
prties to gk their foreign-tlag vessels
availsble to provide the sealift sustain-
ment capability necded by the
Dlepartment of Detense w supply

Anerican forees everscas.”
Waterman LASH Agreement

MEBA and Warerman Sreamship have
reached an undersranding for the LASH
vessel ATLANTIC FOREST. De vo the
specialized marure of the PLC -canralled,
SCH drive Konecranes, the company felt
rthat rhe Dayworking Second Assistant
Engineer position, i in need of continu-
ity. The company doesn't helicve that
this is provided tor by the current prac-
tice of calling a reliet for the permanent
cut of the hall. [nstead, they are seeking
DWo permanent engineers, 1he new
understanding allows this, bur in return,
the vacation rare was increased to day-
fir-day for the Second Assistant Englnecs
positton on the viessel, Waterman is seck-
ing englneers for permanent positions on
thisz and a possible second reflagging ol a
LASH rotor vessel. Resumes can be sént
tor Bob Chicsa via faxcar 504-593.2573 or
v e-nsail @t chusarp®inishipacom
Contact the New Orleans hall tor more
information,
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MEBA's Gulf Coast V.F. Marc Huber (1) with Maritime Administrator Capt. Bill Schubert at a recent

function. V.P. Huber has been busy closing contracts with Waterman Steamship and working on a
process to better compensate members serving aboard MarAd R.0.5. vessels.

MY ATLANTIC FOREST First Engineers Scott
Carpenter and Mark Collins in front of one of
the auxiliary generator engines being over-
hauled. The professional competence and out-
standing ability of the MEBA engineers an this
vessel has resulted in remarkable improvement
of this previously Flag of Convenience (FOC) reg-
istry ship. The hard work of these dedicated
MEBA engineers is beginning to make notable
differences In the Improved appearance and per-
farmance of the ship.

MarAd ROS Excess
Security Watch Hours

MEBA 15 investigating a merhod ro posei-
bly pay Maritime Administration
(tardd) Reduced Operating Srarus
(ROYS) securniry hours tn excess of those
security watch hours already included in
base pay. Chief Engineers aboard MarAdd
RIS vessels have recently been notifie:d
atul should be preparing updared lises of
exeess hours forall ROS officers. W
appreciate their ellorts in chis reguest A
prior list had been developed throush
early 2002, At that rime, the General
Accounting Office ruled rhar no rime-off
compensation could be granred for dury
hours without reimbursemenes from che
operating companies. MEBA 5 now
artempring to fairly and equirably adjuse
for any excess work thar has nor heen
included 10 base as per the GAD'S ruling:
If your are ane of these affected SMarAd

RO officers, please assist your Chict
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Ernvineer in preparing their list. Ongce the
current tatals have heen complersd and
submitred, the possible methods for teim-
hursement will he more fully developed.
We will continue 1o keep the member-
hip appraised in our progress. For addi-
tional information on this effore, please
contact Gulf Coast VI Mare Huber or
Housten Branch Agent Lou Marciello.

M/V MANUKAI Sails on
Inaugural Voyage

slutson Navigation Company's new 71.2-
foot containership 8% MANUKA]
arrived i Hawait in Ocrober and report-
ed for service in Matson’s Hawaii trude
berween Long Beach and Henolulu. The
vessel, crewed by MEBA members, has
the capacity o carry 2,600 containers
[twenty foat equivalent unirs), I is che
first af two new Mutson containerships
being built at Kvacrmer Phaladelphea
Shipvard, Ine (KPS ata cost of 3110
million cach. The second vessel, MY
MALNAWILE, is scheduled to be deliv-

ered 1nomid-2004,

I
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The beautiful new Matson contalnership MANUKAI has begun its service in the Hawali trade.

NASSCO Starts Construction of
First T-AKE Ship

Mational Steel and Shipbuilding
Company (NASSCO) has begon con-
struetion on the first shipin the Military
Sealift Command's T-AKE prosoam, a
new class of combar logistics toree ships
desigrated the "Lewis and Clark™ class,
Chis i3 the first ol four T-AKE Combat
Lowsties Force vessels plinned for the
MS Heer over the next severa] vears,
MEBA civilian mariners will crew these
vesselss The Navy has an option o
authorize cizht more T-AKE vessels thar
would be operated by the M5, The T-
AKE s a dry cargofammunicion under-
vty replenishment ship, that will suppaort
Mavy vessels arssea or o poer. With con-
vertible cargo halds and cargo transter
systeme capable of handling food and
stores of ammunition, the T-AKE will
replace rwor classes of agmg cargo ships
thar are nearing the end of théir service
lives: T-AE ammunition ships and T-AFS
combar stores ships, Randi Clszewsks is
MEBA'S Gevernment Fleets Rep and can
e comuacted for further details ar the

Mew York Union hall.

Short Sea Shipping Cooperative
Program Established

A w mecting between sovernment and
indusery representatives in Washingron
1L in Qctober, the Shorr Sea Shipping
Cooperative Program (SCOOP) was for-
mially launched. This isa public/peivare
partnership o advance prodects in the
promotion of sharr sea shipping. Shar

sen shipping focuses on waterborme alter-

natives o bypass ever-incressing highaay
congestion via a domestic coastal ship-
ping sysrem.. The initial focus of the
Cnoperative progmm is to rmse public
awareness in developing short seaship-

ping nationally,

Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta
has already approved mare than 30,000
in seed money to get the program up and
running. MEBA is intimarely involved in
shore sen shuppmg effores especially in
conjuncticn with the American
Maritime Congress (AMO) whicly s a
founding member of the Cooperative
group. Maritime Adminstator Cape,
William Sehobert has made shore sed
shipping a pricrity.
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The Houston Hall (Branch Agent Lou Marciello.
Patrolman Donn Reamer, Dispatcher Erin
Bertram) recently had a new sign painted in
front of the hafl. The old Local 99 sign (at top)
was taken in the late 50°s. The new slgn was
painted to resemble the old one.

At a Maritime Trades Lunchesn on the West
Coast in Dctober, a speclal award was present-
ed to the 55 JEREMIAH O'BRIEN, ane of the two
remaining Liberty ships In salling shape (JOHN
BROWN is the other). From left to right is MEBA
Executive V.P. Bud Jacgque, MEBA President Ron
Davis, MEBA Legal Rep. Bill Doyle, Seafarers
International Union {SIU) Asst, V.P. Nick Celona,
Sallars Union of the Pacific (SUP) President
Gunnar Lundeberg, and MEBA's San Francisco
Rep. Kevin Nichols.

MEBAS Houston Branch Agent Lou
Marciello artended che Second Annoal
Short Sea Shipping conference in Florida
this November. He reported that the

rosct roward realizing this project will

require a commitment from the = -~ -

Cwovernment betore the necessary funds Gulf Coast V.P. Marc Huber congratulating new MEBA member Mark Taylor. Mark is making his first
can be abtained to help usher i an ade- trip as 1st A/E on the M/V LIBERTY SPIRIT. In the background are L to R: 2nd A/E Andrew

guate syvstem, Even though highway con- MacDougall, Liberty's non-union port engineer, and C/E David Wessel. Mark completed his applica-
sestion s expected o douhle over the tion In the New Orleans hall with then-Patralman Huber,

Marine Officer Oerembar 2003 F



Lt RS TELEGRARR

next twenty years, public awareness of
the impending situation and of this possi-
|‘||.l_' .‘;li.':']H”L:Ifl 5 !Al."ff 1 “rl,ll.""l Lo s |k'|t'

necessary funding.

Coast Guard Issues Final
Maritime Security Regs

The Coast Guard and Department of
Hommeland Seeurity Bave linalized com-
prehensive manome secunicy regilanons
thit were mandared by the Marinme
Transportacion Security Act of 2002, The
siv fimal rules thar put a series of vessel
and poTe secunry requirements InT
marion became effecrive on November
23, The rules focus om those secrors of
the maritime industey that have o higher
risk of involvement in a transportarion
securdry incident, incloding various rnk
vessels, harges, |.'-.1‘_g¢ PRsseTIZeT Hl’]i_"_":-i,
CArED vissels, towing vessels, oftshore ail
andl zas plattorms, and port tacilicies chat
handle certain kinds of dangerous carao
or service vessels. They require
Government and industry ngencies to
implement preventative security and
plans to deter threars while providing a
framework for response in the event of an
artack,

MEBA Extends Contract for
Lykes Motivator

Adlantic Cozst VI Don Keete has swieet-
eowd the pot {or members working aboard
the 2700 TEL dicsel containership MW
LYKES MOTIVATOR while extending
its contract to run until Mevember 2008,
Marine Transport Lines operares rhe ves-
sel, VP Keefe secured annual wages and
increases for our members throughour the
hite of the contract as well as increased
pension wages for all officers, Medical
contelburians were also seepped up over

the rerm of the AETEEINEnt,
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Looming larger than life in this photo, MEBA's Government Affairs Director David Tuliman (left)
spoke at a function in lowa in support of Presidential candidate Congressman Dick Gephardt (right).
Rep. Gephardt is holding an MEBA book as he is christened as a member. Laborers President
Terence 0'Sullivan is seen in the background.

About 70 Schaool and Plans office employees, some of which had never stepped aboard a seagoing
vessal, toured the Military Sealift Command LMSR USNS YANO recently in Baltimore. The YANO has
made several trips in support of Operation lragi Freedom. MEBA members conducting the tour for
the enthusiastic group included Chief Engineer Claude Pfeffer, Chief Mate Ken Quinn {MEBA Mate
warking for Patriot Contract Services on the Pass-Through} and 2nd A/E 1.B. Christensen,
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