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Congressional Field Hearing in Baltimore on Safety & Security of LNG
M.E.B.A. testified before a Congressional subcommittee of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee at a field hearing staged in Baltimore, MD. Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-MD) chaired the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation subcommittee hearing, that focused on the safety and security of LNG and its impact on port operations. M.E.B.A’s Deputy General Counsel William Doyle, who is also an M.E.B.A. member, testified at the hearing. He pointed out that there is a worldwide shortage of qualified LNG personnel outside of the U.S. and that as the global fleet expands, concerns about the quality of education and training standards for the international LNG mariner pool are on the rise. That dangerous combination could help foster an upswing of accidents on the high seas. 
The Maritime Administration, under the leadership of Sean Connaughton, has worked hard to open up avenues facilitating such cooperation. The agency’s role in promoting a U.S. presence in the international LNG industry has been invaluable. Doyle recommended that Congress legislate a role for MARAD for the oversight and permitting of land based LNG terminals.

Lawmakers who attended the field hearing included, Chairman Cummings,  Rep.

Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD), Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), Rep. Steven LaTourette (R-OH), and Rep. John Sarbanes (D-MD). Others speaking before the panel included Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) and Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley. M.E.B.A.’s Baltimore Branch Agent Bill McHugh attended the hearing and networked with the large contingent of Maryland legislators and staff members among others.

The hearing was the second in a span of just over a month in which M.E.B.A.

spoke before Congress concerning LNG. In late March, M.E.B.A. President Ron Davis testified before the House Homeland Security Committee advocating an enhanced presence for Americans aboard LNG vessels.

Congressional Field Hearing on Long Island on Safety & Security of LNG
The Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee will hold a field hearing on safety and security of liquefied natural gas on Long Island, NY on May 7, 2007.  MEBA has submitted written testimony for this hearing at the request of Congressman Tim Bishop (D-NY).

HR 23 – Belated Thank You to the Merchant Mariners of World War II Act of 2007
After several years of lobbying by the maritime community and veterans groups, a bill to provide long overdue help for merchant mariners who sailed in World War II, has had its day on the Hill. Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA) and Sen. Ben Nelson (D-NE) introduced identical versions of a bill, in the House and Senate respectively, that would provide $1,000 per month, tax-free, to World War II merchant mariners or their widows. The bill, called the “Belated Thank You to the Merchant Mariners of World War II Act of 2007,” would also grant them “veteran” status boosting their monthly credit by $160, thus increasing their monthly Social Security check. The Filner bill is numbered H.R. 23; the Nelson bill has been tagged as S. 961.

M.E.B.A. President Ron Davis, along with the presidents of MM&P, SIU and AMO signed onto a statement submitted for the record praising the bill and urging its passage. The statement pointed out that each of our organizations is lucky to count many of our retirees as World War II merchant mariners -- truly representative of the “Greatest Generation.” The statement reads that, “we are extremely proud of them and the example they have set for all merchant mariners who continue to respond to our Nation’s call whenever and wherever they are needed.”

Transportation Worker Indentification Credential (TWIC) Update
The Chairman of the Senate Committee for Commerce, Science and Transportation Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI) criticized the Department of Homeland Security for failures in the development and implementation of the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC).  Citing six years of development and $99.4 million spent without an implemented TWIC program Inouye said, "I can only conclude that the Administration is not taking its responsibility seriously enough. If the agencies continue to neglect the basic tenets of contract management and programmatic planning, failure is certain to result."

Representatives of three agencies within the Homeland Security Department told Congress that the implementation of electronic card readers to verify Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) cards is behind schedule and that the launch of the TWIC program will commence without them. The TWIC is a biometric credential that will be issued to transportation workers to allow them unescorted access to secure areas of vessels and terminal facilities. TWIC implementation is scheduled for September 2008.

In a joint statement of Customs, Coast Guard and Transportation Security Administration officials acknowledged that technological problems have slowed down the schedule for implementation of the card readers at ports across the country. They noted that the readers would have to undergo additional field tests, technology approvals and additional public comment.
Merchant Mariner Credentials
M.E.B.A. and other unions have forwarded individual comments concerning the implementation of the new Merchant Mariner Credential (MMC), the unions have signed onto joint comments filed with the Coast Guard in order to emphasize areas of particular importance. The Coast Guard plans to consolidate all of the current merchant mariner documents – the Merchant Mariner Document (Z-card), License, STCW endorsement and Certificate of Registry – into a single document that would be used in conjunction with the Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC).

M.E.B.A. President Ron Davis, along with the Presidents of SIU, SUP, MFOW, MM&P & AMO signed onto the statement recommending that MMC implementation be delayed until well after the implementation of TWIC. They say that the full effect of TWIC will not be fully understood for many months after it comes into effect and that the agency should hold off on the MMC implementation “for at least one year.”

Members of Congress Visit with FRC
A strong relationship with many lawmakers coupled with the location of our building at the doorstep of Capitol Hill has made it convenient for Members of Congress to stop by M.E.B.A. Headquarters for visits. While the FRC was in Washington, three labor and maritime-friendly Members of Congress came by Headquarters to talk with officials, staff and the rank and file Committee. 
Congressman Mike Michaud (D-ME), a lifelong union member and paper mill worker who now part of the Steelworkers, serves on the Transportation & Infrastructure and Veterans Affairs committees. Rep. Patrick Murphy (D-PA) served in Iraq in the 82nd Airborne (receiving a Bronze Star during his time there) and it was discovered that FRC member Travis Ellis served on one of the vessels that helped carry troops and equipment for the 82nd Airborne to Iraq. On Wednesday, M.E.B.A. welcomed Congresswoman Linda Sanchez (D-CA), who represents parts of Los Angeles County, a card-carrying member of the IBEW, her father was with the machinists and she is a strong labor union advocate. Rep. Sanchez is the chair of a subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee that is investigating the US Attorney firings.
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